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Kickstart Scheme
with Elyse Burns-Hill

Agenda

What the Kickstart scheme is and what it can offer your business

The requirements for the placements

How to get applicants for our placements

Employability Support Plan
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Who are we?
• We are an accountancy firm based in Hampshire, we work with clients 

mainly through the South of the UK.  And a few from further up north!

• We are a friendly bunch working mainly from our office in Droxford.

• My name is Elyse Burns-Hill, I’m the managing director of SGW 
Accountancy Services.

• We are an approved Gateway for the Kickstart Scheme with the 
Government.

What is the Kickstart Scheme?

• £2b Scheme – Chancellor ‘plan for jobs’ focusing on young people
• provides a 6-month placement for 16 to 24 year olds currently claiming Universal 

Credit
• 25 hours per week at national minimum wage for their age group
• begins Autumn 2020, expected first starts November 2020
• Applications may be made directly by the employer or through an approved 

Gateway (like us!).
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What funding is available, and does it cost?

• 100% of the relevant NMW for 25 hours per week (incl E’er NIC and min AEC)
• Employer may top-up either wage or number of hours, but will pay extra themselves
• Majority of U18 will still be in F/T Education, realistically looking at 18-24yo
• Additional safeguarding requirements for U18

• £1,500 per job placement for setup costs, support and training
• No extra costs

• SGW is not charging for this
• Representative funding of £300 per placement to support with associated administrative costs

How many young people will Kickstart help?

• Per Department of Work & Pensions:
• 700,000 young people set to leave full time education this year
• 1.6m young people currently furloughed
• 250,000 under 25’s claiming unemployment benefits since March

• Costing between about £6000 and £7000 per 6 month placement
• £2b = 330,000 and 400,000 placements
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How will Kickstart help my Business?

• ‘free’ staff to help you out with your jobs for 6 months up to 12 months
• Could use the opportunity for

• Catching up on admin tasks;
• Digitising records;
• Assisting with your business services;
• Business growth – marketing etc

What are the requirements for placements?

• New Job
• Must not replace existing or planned vacancies
• Must not cause existing employees or contractors to lose or reduce hours

• Should not require people to undertake extensive training

• Minimum of 25 hours per week
• You can’t choose to have some one for just 10 hours per week

• Provide participants with ‘employability support’
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What are the requirements for placements?

• Demonstrate how the jobs offered are quality placements, offering meaningful 
and suitable employment which offer clear benefits to the participant

• Employment Compliance;
• Health & Safety policy for employees
• Employer liability insurance
• Risk assessments for vulnerable groups
• DBS for working with 16/17 year olds
• Etc…

How will we get applicants for Placements?

• Once the application is accepted, the job descriptions will go through to the Job 
Centre

• A Job Centre Work Coach will select several suitable young people who are at risk 
of long-term unemployment and ready for work

• These young people will be referred through to employers for their selection 
process 

• Facebook group: “U.K. Kickstart Scheme – Jobs for 16-24” to push people through 
to our placements
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Employability Support Plan

• We have partnered with Kickstart Portal to provide cost-effective online training 
programmes that meet the DWP’s requirements for training.

• Training courses
• Mentoring
• Wrap-around support

• Kickstart Portal packages are priced to stay within the £1500 grant, and there are 
different levels depending on what you need assistance with.

• You can of course provide the employability training yourself.

More information

Please contact us on kickstart@sgwaccountancy.co.uk or give us a call on 01489 
232782 where it is likely Susan will answer your call and she’ll be able to give you 
any assistance you need.
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